
Sturgeon Management Plan 
Advisory Committee Meeting

Stevens Point, WI

December 4, 2018

DNRSturgeonPlan@wisconsin.gov



Work with DNR staff to develop 
the framework for a new 

Sturgeon Plan

• Visit our website:

• Send us comments to our dedicated email address:

• Join the Gov Delivery list (by providing your email 
address on the sign up sheet today) or following 
the link on our website

DNRSturgeonPlan@wisconsin.gov

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Fishing/sturgeon/

SturgeonManagementPlan.html

mailto:DNRSturgeonPlan@wisconsin.gov
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Fishing/sturgeon/SturgeonManagementPlan.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Fishing/sturgeon/SturgeonManagementPlan.html


Agenda

• Debrief October 29th meeting

• Discuss outline produced for Sections 3 and 4

• Section 5: Public outreach and participation

• Break out session #1

• Break 

• Section 6: Emerging threats

• Break out session #2

• Section 7: Commercialization and scientific use

• Break out session # 3

• Next steps  

• Adjourn 



Population assessments (status/monitoring/evaluation) Section 1 Population assessment and life history monitoring

Habitat loss/restoration/development Section 2 Habitat protection and enhancement

Passage/fragmented habitat & populations/connectivity Section 3 Propagation, reintroduction

Priority waters update/rehabilitiation/restoration Section 4 Regulations and harvest

Stocking genetic integrity/diversity Section 5 Public outreach and participation

Over Exploitation Section 6 Emerging threats

Regulations (knowledge/education/justification/assessment) Section 7 Commercialization and scientific use

Fishing methods

Angling opportunities

Law Enforcement

Encourage advocacy (more Sturgeon for Tomorrow Chapters)

Promotion of resource use/hook & line participation

Outreach/awareness/education

Funding/allocation

Tribal relations/inclusion/management

Inter-agency cooperation (other states/tribal/federal/etc.)

Contaminants/water quality/microplastics

Fish diseases/quarantine facilities

Climate change

Invasives

Bait harvest

Aquatculture



• Winnebago System Outreach

– Winnebago Citizen Sturgeon Advisory 
Committee

– Gov. Delivery notifications

– Summary reports

– Presentations at conservation club/civic 
organizations

– Sturgeon for Tomorrow banquets

– Media interviews

– DNR website

- Successful spearer letters

- Spearer surveys 

- Public meetings 



Winnebago Citizens 

Sturgeon Advisory Committee

Founded 1992

22 new sturgeon 

regulations and laws 

since 1993





Example Report

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/fishing/documents/sturgeon/SpearingSeasonSynopsis2016.pdf

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/fishing/documents/sturgeon/SpearingSeasonSynopsis2016.pdf




• Additional sturgeon outreach

– Harvest reports from H+L fisheries

– Fishing forecast publication

– Webpage for hook and line fisheries 

– Angler harvest letters

– Tours and educational outreach at the 
Menominee Dam

– Adopt a sturgeon at Besadny/Kewaunee River 
and Sturgeon Fest in Milwaukee

– Press release and media contacts

– Engage public in assessments

– Sturgeon exhibit at Wild Rose hatchery





Tactics: 

Break Out Session #1: Public outreach 
and participation



Break



Population assessments (status/monitoring/evaluation) Section 1 Population assessment and life history monitoring

Habitat loss/restoration/development Section 2 Habitat protection and enhancement

Passage/fragmented habitat & populations/connectivity Section 3 Propagation, reintroduction

Priority waters update/rehabilitiation/restoration Section 4 Regulations and harvest

Stocking genetic integrity/diversity Section 5 Public outreach and participation

Over Exploitation Section 6 Emerging threats

Regulations (knowledge/education/justification/assessment) Section 7 Commercialization and scientific use

Fishing methods

Angling opportunities

Law Enforcement

Encourage advocacy (more Sturgeon for Tomorrow Chapters)

Promotion of resource use/hook & line participation

Outreach/awareness/education

Funding/allocation

Tribal relations/inclusion/management

Inter-agency cooperation (other states/tribal/federal/etc.)

Contaminants/water quality/microplastics

Fish diseases/quarantine facilities

Climate change

Invasives

Bait harvest

Aquatculture

Section 5: Emerging threats



Fish Health (VHS)

Phys.org



Fish Health (AciHV)



Population assessments (status/monitoring/evaluation) Section 1 Population assessment and life history monitoring

Habitat loss/restoration/development Section 2 Habitat protection and enhancement

Passage/fragmented habitat & populations/connectivity Section 3 Propagation, reintroduction

Priority waters update/rehabilitiation/restoration Section 4 Regulations and harvest

Stocking genetic integrity/diversity Section 5 Public outreach and participation

Over Exploitation Section 6 Emerging threats

Regulations (knowledge/education/justification/assessment) Section 7 Commercialization and scientific use

Fishing methods

Angling opportunities

Law Enforcement

Encourage advocacy (more Sturgeon for Tomorrow Chapters)

Promotion of resource use/hook & line participation

Outreach/awareness/education

Funding/allocation

Tribal relations/inclusion/management

Inter-agency cooperation (other states/tribal/federal/etc.)

Contaminants/water quality/microplastics

Fish diseases/quarantine facilities

Climate change

Invasives

Bait harvest

Aquatculture

Recap Break Out Session #2: 
Emerging threats



Population assessments (status/monitoring/evaluation) Section 1 Population assessment and life history monitoring

Habitat loss/restoration/development Section 2 Habitat protection and enhancement

Passage/fragmented habitat & populations/connectivity Section 3 Propagation, reintroduction

Priority waters update/rehabilitiation/restoration Section 4 Regulations and harvest

Stocking genetic integrity/diversity Section 5 Public outreach and participation

Over Exploitation Section 6 Emerging threats

Regulations (knowledge/education/justification/assessment) Section 7 Commercialization and scientific use

Fishing methods

Angling opportunities

Law Enforcement

Encourage advocacy (more Sturgeon for Tomorrow Chapters)

Promotion of resource use/hook & line participation

Outreach/awareness/education

Funding/allocation

Tribal relations/inclusion/management

Inter-agency cooperation (other states/tribal/federal/etc.)

Contaminants/water quality/microplastics

Fish diseases/quarantine facilities

Climate change

Invasives

Bait harvest

Aquatculture



Tactics:

Break Out Session #3: 
Commercialization and private use



Timeline

• February-March 2018: Sturgeon Management Plan public meetings
– Eight meetings statewide

• July-August 2018: Form Advisory Committee

• August 2018: Advisory Committee Meeting No. 1

• September-December 2018: Gather input from Advisory 
Committee through monthly meetings and draft management plan

• March 2019-July 2019: Solicit comments from the Advisory 
Committee and finalize draft plan

• July 2019-September 2019: Draft plan comment period

• September 2019–March 2020: Incorporate input, finalize plan, 
present plant to the FMPT and Natural Resources Board



Adjourn


